
Happy Christmas St Barnabas Family ,

This month has been a difficult one for us. We’ve taken it in turns to be unwell.
There has been an outbreak of influenza here which we think I (Rosie) had a
few weeks ago. Sadly a lot of those at Revive have been unwell - the girls and
staff too - and Stu now has a bad cold. So despite it being so hot we’ve not
avoided the winter bugs!

Feliz Natal - Happy Christmas!

Work has been hard with meetings being postponed, uninterested
supermarkets and we’ve felt quite discouraged at times. However, we are
taking some time off next week and hope to rest, refresh and recover ready for
all that the new year has to bring.



But BIG smiles when we found DF ice-cream at a shopping mall!!

Stu at the Revive Christmas Party alongside the other men who work there

Children always make Christmas more exciting and we’ve loved seeing the
Revive children getting into the spirit, and we’ve received various donations for
presents, a Christmas dinner and even a circus trip that they absolutely loved
last weekend!



Circus Trip

We are still hoping that the community market with O Farol will start at the end
of January but some of the logistics are proving hard to confirm so we’ll see -
but we will work hard to try and get it ready for then.

As for Aguazinha, at the beginning of January we’ll start preparing the building
that we’ll be able to use for the community market. There is a lot to do!! From
painting to making it secure - sadly there are many drug users in the community
who could steal the food to sell if it’s not secure.

Our room for the market in Aguazinha

I think Christmas is perhaps the most difficult time to live overseas. The
longing for 'home' is deeper than ever, yet in turn that leads us to the humble
manger; what it's all about, where we find that 'home' isn’t really about finding a
place, but a Person. 

May we all find peace this Christmas.
With all our love,
Rosie and Stu x

Some prayer points...
- for Christmas being away from family and friends
- for progress with the food project, that the first market will be ready by the end of



January
- for everyone here at Revive; but in particular for the girls who will be at the home for
Christmas (most of them go to a padrinho/godparent) and for those who are unwell
- for continued language learning and energy to get us through!


