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At the heart of Christmas we are 

celebrat ing the birth of a Saviour 

who brings hope to all. After the past 

two years we have lived through 

t imes where hope seems elusive, and 

even now we are approaching 

Christmas not knowing how the new 

Covid-19 variant will affect us and 

our plans for this season. 

At every funeral I take I speak about 

how Christ ian hope is something 

that is steadfast and certain. Hope is 

the ability to see beyond our present 

circumstances and to gaze upon the 

face of Jesus. This gift  of hope is 

something that Jesus freely gives to 

all of us.

None of us really knows what the 

future will bring but the hope we 

have in Jesus can transcend the 

hopelessness in us and in our world. 

At Christmas, hope for the salvat ion 

of the world was born in  Bethlehem. 

He didn't  seem much to look at at 

the t ime but in God's t ime that child 

grew  up into a man who would give 

to each of us hope for a better world.

Rev. Dave Young

At the end of January 2022, the Diocese of Leeds will say 

goodbye to Rt Rev. Paul Slater, who has been Bishop of 

Kirkstall since 2015. Bishop Paul has been a great friend to 

St Barnabas' and to the city of Leeds. He has supported our 

Team Ministry in its restructuring a few years ago and last 

visited us for a confirmation service in February 2020, a 

few weeks before lockdown. He will be missed but we wish 

him well in his ret irement. 



RESOLUTIONS 2022 WHAT'S NEW AT ST BARNABAS?

CONNECT WITH US

Since restrict ions eased in the summer, life at St Barnabas' has steadily got 

busier and it 's wonderful to see so many new act ivit ies start ing up at church.

In September we saw the re-launch of our parent and child playgroup on 

Mondays at 10am. Now renamed Barnabees, parents, carers and pre-school 

children meet in church for play act ivit ies, a chat, a cuppa, to get to know each 

other and be inspired by a thought for the day. 

October saw the launch of Tea at 2.30 which meets in church on Wednesdays (at 

2.30 of course!) and is an opportunity for people to meet each other and to have 

tea and coffee, and cake. All are welcome so if you're free on Wednesdays at 

2.30 please come along.

In November, we welcomed over 70 new arrivals from Hong Kong to a special 

welcome event in church. Since January, large numbers of people from Hong 

Kong have arrived in the UK as Brit ish Nationals Overseas passport holders. It  

was wonderful to have so many of our friends from Hong Kong sharing in 

Chinese and Brit ish food 

and meeting together.

Now that restrict ions 

have been eased, it  has 

been wonderful over 

recent months to 

celebrate so many 

bapt isms in church.  

January is always a great t ime to 

start  something new. Sometimes our 

new year resolut ions become good 

habits and sometimes they don't  but 

it 's never a bad thing to give 

something new a try.

The new year is a good t ime to think 

about taking up new habits that help 

us grow as disciples of Jesus. So here 

are a few suggest ions for 2022 (they 

are all available as apps or online):

Lect io 365  

A daily devot ional 

resource from the 

24/7 Prayer 

Network that 

helps you pray the Bible every day. 

www.24-7prayer.com

Bible in One Year 

A daily reading 

plan taking you 

through the whole 

Bible with 

reflect ions by 

Nicky Gumbel, vicar of HTB. 

www.bibleinoneyear.org

Pray as  you go 

A daily prayer 

reflect ions  from 

the Jesuits in 

Britain to help you pray each day 

whenever and wherever you have 

t ime. www.pray-as-you-go.org
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