
Dear Friends, 

 

The United Kingdom faces the real prospect of the NHS being overwhelmed within 21 

days due to a massive increase in the rates of coronavirus infections. As a result of this 

the Government has issued a stay at home order for all of England. Similar instructions 

have been issued by the devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland. Unlike in Scotland where places of worship have been ordered to close, the UK 

Government has not issued a similar order for churches and places of worship in 

England. 

 

However, due to the seriousness of the situation, the fact that the highly infectious new 

variant is present in Leeds and infection rates in the city are rising again, myself and the 

PCC have, with a very heavy heart, decided that public worship at St Barnabas' Church 

must now be voluntarily suspended. This will come into immediate effect and will be 

reviewed on 15th February. 

 

This is not a decision that has been made lightly. We recognise that this decision will 

bring pain to many, especially to those for whom attending worship is a lifeline. However, 

especially now that vaccines are coming on stream and the end of the pandemic is in 

sight, it would be a tragedy if members of our congregation or their families were to 

become ill or to die as a result of our remaining open. We all have a Christian 

responsibility to protect the most vulnerable and we are sacrificing our right to worship 

together in order to do this. 

 

However, despite the suspension of public worship, our worship still continues as it has 

done throughout this pandemic. Our services will continue to be live-streamed on Sunday 

mornings at 11am followed by a Zoom meeting at 12.00. We look forward to you joining us 

then.  



 

This third lockdown is likely to be the hardest. Infection rates and deaths will rise for 

some time to come. We are also all tired and it is the middle of winter. So it is even more 

important that we look after one another at this time. The Pastoral Care Team will be 

continuing its ministry throughout this lockdown but we also ask that every one of you 

keep on the amazing work you have been doing in ringing people up, sending text and 

messages. And most importantly - pray. Pray for each other. Pray for our nation. Pray that 

this pandemic will end soon. I will certainly be praying for you. 

 

As I finish, some words from the Reformation theologian Martin Luther written to a friend 

during an outbreak of plague in 16th century Wittenburg, which would summarise why I 

believe it is right for us to make the sacrifice in suspending our services. Luther wrote: "I 

shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to become 

contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a 

result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have 

done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or 

the death of others." 

 

 

With my prayers for this new year, 

 

Dave 
 


