
  

Newsletter – August 2020 
 

Wonderful Friends! 

We hope that you are all doing well, whatever situation you are in. We are so enjoying 
being back in the UK and have loved seeing people, being outdoors (rain or shine) and doing 
life back here once again. 

 

Beautiful Yorkshire  

Home for Now 
We've been staying with Stu's parents in Leeds since we came out of isolation, which 
amazingly is just a 15-minute walk from my parents so we get to see them both a fair bit 
which has been LOVELY. Also really enjoying being back in Leeds - we had never realised 
what a green city it was, and I don't think we'll ever take that for granted again! 

Family 
Stu's granny's funeral was a special service, taken by a minister and friend who had known 
Stu's grandparents for a long time. We've been up and down to Cheltenham with his 
parents to help with sorting out his grandparents’ house which amazingly has just been 
sold. Please pray for this process to go smoothly. 



  

 

A walk close to where Stu's grandparents used to live 

We've really enjoyed seeing our lovely niece Daisy who turned three just before we came 
back and loves to tell us what to do! Her Daddy Scott is currently cycling from Land's End to 
John O'Groats on a tandem solo (as one does!) and my brilliant Dad is joining him for half of 
it. They're raising money for The York Teaching Hospital Charity Trust and York Mind, in 
memory of those who have lost their lives to Covid-19. 

 



  

 

Strawberry picking with our gorgeous niece  

Catching Up 
We've LOVED seeing friends and family so far. And still more visits to come! It has been so 
so good to catch up and hear how people are doing. A fair number of our friends have had 
babies since we've left so it's been very fun meeting them for the first time, including our 
new godson up in Newcastle! 



  

 

The Angel of the North looking over Newcastle  

Truth be told I don't think it's been quite as relaxing as we thought it may be and we do feel 
pretty tired from being 'on the go'. We are sorry if we haven't been in touch before now - 
we love each and every one of you and have just felt fairly stretched juggling work, travels 
and actually just not having a 'home' as we know it. We hope you understand this and we 
do keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

Brazil 
As you will have no doubt seen on the news, Covid cases and deaths in Brazil are still high. 
The president continues to belittle the virus and the health service is still stretched.  

 

However, it does feel that things are improving slowly but surely. Recife is almost back to 
'normal' with the addition of a face mask! Schools are still not open and we don't know for 
how long this will continue but the Revive girls are having some schooling from home. 

We continue to support some of the projects we are involved in from afar who are 
supporting some of the poorest communities in our area, including the food bank our block 
of flats had set up for those sleeping on the streets. 

 



  

Work 
We finished our Revive training (that was continuing online) at the end of June which felt 
like a huge achievement. We have covered three different modules across the last 18 
months: the theology of mission, poverty and development, and transformational 
development in practice. 

As I think I have mentioned throughout the course, it has not always been easy going. We 
have learnt a lot, been challenged a lot and finished with more questions than answers (!) 
but that feels a good place to be exploring 'what's next' upon our return. We are still 
thinking and praying through the various ideas we've had and would love your prayers for 
this too. 

 

End of Training Online Party  

Stu has been doing more on the website work and we continue to be involved with network 
meetings. We have also organised some activities and had contact with the girls at Revive 
who are all doing well over in Brazil. Another of the older girls, T, has gone to live with her 
aunt which is wonderful news! 

 

We have also just heard this week that the second home for babies has finally been given 
the 'go ahead' from the government, which is absolutely brilliant news! The first of the 
babies should be arriving on the 8th and we can't wait to hear all about it and see how 
everything pans out when we're back. 



  

 

The Revive girls celebrating a birthday  

Returning to Brazil 
Some of you may remember that our visa process has never been an easy one (which is the 
story of many internationals we know in Brazil!). Stu's visa is still 'pending' as of March and 
mine you may remember got rejected and the appeal didn't go through. We were hoping 
we may be able to return with a tourist visa and extend our work visa while there. However, 
given the amount of time these processes seem to take it may be easier to apply to the 
Brazilian consulate down in London while we're here - we're still trying to figure this out. It's 
amazingly complicated to say it should be so simple! 

All of this to say, we should be flying out at the end of September, but we will keep you 
updated on the visa situation as there is a possibility that this will stop us from going 
sooner. Please pray that this is not the case!! 

Of course, please do let us know specifics we can be praying for too. We are sending so 
much love your way and thank you as always for all your support! 

Rosie and Stu x 


