Worshipping together safely in a pandemic

The continuing restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic mean that our worship together is
going to look and feel diﬀerent for some time yet. Returning to worship together may feel
unsettling or uncomfortable but the precautions we have put in place are designed to keep you
and others safe.

Booking to come to church
One key diﬀerence is that with social distancing rules, we can only fit a much smaller number of
people into the church building. That means that you will need to book to come to church for
worship. This is not an ideal situation but it will enable us to make sure that we have the right
number of people in the building without having to turn people away.
As only a smaller number of worshippers will be able to attend in person, we will be continuing
our online services for the foreseeable future. This means that on days when you’re not able to
come to worship, you can still join in at home.
To book to come to church please email or telephone Jo Lowe our Admin Assistant on:
oﬃce.parish@yahoo.co.uk or 0113 3459094
Please give her these details:

•
•
•
•
•

Your name and all other names of people in your household/bubble
Your telephone number
Your email address (if you have one)
Which church you are booking for
Which service you are wanting to attend

She will book you in to one of two services happening Sunday or midweek. Priority on Sundays
will be given to those who work and are not able to come midweek with priority on Wednesday to
those over 70 and have underlying health conditions.
Please do not assume you can attend church simply because you have made a request. We
will reply to your email or call you back to let you know.
Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. You will be given a row number and
asked to give that number to the steward when you arrive. They will show you to your seat. If we
have reached capacity then we will place you on a list of people to be oﬀered a place at a service
in subsequent weeks. We are really sorry that we won’t be able to accommodate everyone every
week but will do our best to make sure that you can attend church as regularly as possible.
If you become unwell following your booking and are unable to attend please inform the Admin
Assistant so that she can allocate your seat to someone else.
Booking in advance also means that we can adhere to the NHS Test and Trace system and you
will be informed if anyone in the congregation that day has been diagnosed with Covid-19. We will
keep your details on record for 21 days and then they will be destroyed.
If you are over 70 or have an underlying health condition that makes you more vulnerable to
Covid-19 then you should follow the Government’s advice about how you keep yourself safe. This
may mean that you decide not to attend public worship services. However, if you decide that you
wish to attend a service then you are free to do so.

When you arrive at church
When you arrive at church there should be a welcomer who will instruct you when you arrive. You
will be asked to follow these instructions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

You may have to queue as you arrive at church
If you have to queue please keep 2 metres away from others in the queue.
When you enter the church building a welcomer will instruct you to wash or sanitise your
hands.
You will then be directed towards a seat.
Please sit in this seat and do not wander around the building to talk to others.
Only members of the same household or bubbles will be able to sit together in church.

No paper or any other materials will be handed out at the door. You are welcome to bring your
own bible but you will need to keep it with you at all times and to take it home after the service. If
the sound desk is operating then the words will be on the screen. If not then the liturgy will be
simple and you will need to join in from memory when you can.
•

When in the building please continue to keep the 2 metre distance from others.

There is no need for you to wear gloves or a face mask unless you choose to do so.
Children are very welcome to our services. We will be providing supervised children’s activities in
due course (this needs to be planned and risk assessed) but in the meantime children must stay
with their adults at all times. We will not be able to provide materials for children to play with so
please bring any quiet toys or drawing equipment from home.

During the service
There will be no sung worship during any of our services. However, there may be times when
music is listened to as part of our worship. The reason for this is because singing causes a much
greater risk of transmitting Covid-19.
The services will be much shorter than usual. They will be around 30-45 minutes. You may want to
be aware that parts of the service could be recorded/streamed.
There will not be a collection passed around during the service. You are encouraged to give
electronically (by setting up a direct debit or standing order). However, if you are not able to do
this and would like to give using cash then there will be a collection plate at the back of church
which you can use as you arrive or leave.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion services will also look very diﬀerent to normal. The priest may be wearing a face
mask during some or all of the service to prevent contamination of the bread. You will be asked to
follow these instructions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

You will be asked to come up for Communion either as individuals or households.
You will be asked to sanitise your hands prior to receiving the bread.
Please do not kneel at the altar rail but remain standing with your hands open (palms up) to
receive the bread.
The priest will drop the wafer into your hands without any words of distribution.
Communion will be in one kind only. This means that you will only receive the bread and the
priest will consume the wine on behalf of everyone.
When you have received the bread please go back and sit down in your seat to allow the next
person to come up to receive.

We will not be sharing the Peace during this emergency period.

At the end of the service
At the end of the service you will be instructed by the welcomers about what to do next.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Please stay in your seat until you are asked to leave by the welcomer.
When you leave the building please don’t begin conversations with others inside church.
The priest or service leader may be at the door when you leave. Feel free to speak to them but
do keep to the 2 metre distance.
If there is a queue to leave the building please maintain the 2 metre distance until you are able
to leave through the main doors.
Please sanitise your hands again as you leave the church building
Please do not shake hands with anyone or greet them with physical contact.

Sadly we are not going to be able to oﬀer refreshments after our services for the foreseeable
future. If you do want to speak to other members of the congregation then please wait until you
are outside the building, keep a 2 metre distance from them and be aware of others leaving the
building.
These are confusing and bewildering times and we are aware that it is hard to follow rules that are
counterintuitive to our Christian fellowship. However, we’ll endeavour to keep reminding you and
to keep you as safe as possible when you come to worship with us.
If you have any questions at all then please do get in touch.
Rev. Dave Young
0113 2654926
revdaveyoung@gmail.com

