
Name: Rosie and Stu Bayford 

Location: Recife, Brazil

Our role: Rosie: A mixture of 
therapeutic work, arts and crafts 
and healthcare. Stu: Website 
development, IT, maths tutoring, 
sports and music.

Our call: Helping vulnerable 
street children in South America, 
particularly in Brazil.

Continued over the page

The call in action

To our wonderful friends,

We hope that you are doing well and have enjoyed the British 
summer, despite the differences and disruptions that we’re facing 
this year!

UK life
We made the difficult decision to return to the UK back in May after 

receiving the sad news that Stu’s granny had passed away. We had 
planned to visit at some point this year so the trip was simply brought 
forward, and given all that was going on with COVID-19, it felt like 
the right timing. We hoped we could support Stu’s parents and help 
practically too, preparing Stu’s grandparents’ house to be sold. On 
arriving back, we spent a couple of weeks in quarantine in the North 
Yorkshire countryside before moving in with Stu’s parents in Leeds.

We’ve loved seeing friends and family while here and it’s been so 
good to catch up and hear how people are doing, and particularly 
wonderful to spend time with our lovely niece and godson for the 
first time! It has also not been quite as relaxing as we thought it may 
be(!) and we do feel quite tired from being on the go. We’re sorry if 
we haven’t been in touch while we’ve been back. We love every one 
of you and have felt stretched juggling work, travels and actually just 
not having a “home” as we know it. We hope you understand this 
and we do keep you in our thoughts and prayers.

Pandemic
By March, Brazil was seeing the impact of the coronavirus 

outbreak. Lots changed for us, significantly the fact that we could 
no longer go into the ReVive house to work. The girls there 
were no longer going to school and only essential house 
mums were continuing as normal.

Our state was encouraging everyone to stay at home 
which understandably came with an increase in crime 
as many people living hand to mouth suddenly had no 
income. President Bolsonaro was in denial over the virus 
for a long time which led to many protests and talk of 
impeachment. Despite this, thankfully he has provided 
small financial support for those in need.

Our church, O Farol, has been involved in helping the 
local favela, V8, and the block of flats we live in set up a 
food bank where the local homeless could come and get 
food parcels. We were involved with this while there and 
have continued to support the food bank from afar.

Work
With our work being limited to what could be done online, we 

continued with training, the network website, creating activities for 
the girls, Zoom calls and meetings. The Rede Resplandeça network 
that we’re part of held an online conference with topics in the area of 
working with children on the street, fostering and late adoption.

We finished our ReVive training at the end of June, which felt like 
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a huge achievement. We have covered three different modules 
across the last 18 months: the theology of mission, poverty and 
development, and transformational development in practice.

It has not always been easy going. We have learned a lot, 
been challenged a lot and finished with more questions than 
answers(!) but that feels a good place from which to be exploring 
what’s next upon our return to Brazil. We are still thinking and 
praying through the various ideas we have had and would love 
your prayers for this too.

Revive
Two of the girls have left the ReVive home in the past six 

months and gone to new families. The eldest girl in the 
house, B, had an online hearing and the judge accepted ReVive’s 
recommendation for her to go and live with her new guardians: 
a family that she has been visiting for a while. After four years at 
ReVive and at almost 17 years old, this is really wonderful news 
because the care system beyond 18 is sadly a fairly hopeless place. 
We were very sad not to say goodbye in person but are so happy for 
her and are able to stay in touch with her too. Another of the older 
girls, T, has gone to live with her aunt which is also fantastic news!

We’ve just heard this week that the second home for babies 
has finally been given the go ahead from the government, which 
is absolutely brilliant! The first of the babies should be arriving 
imminently and we can’t wait to hear all about it and see how 
everything pans out when we’re back.

Returning to Brazil
Some of you may remember that our visa process has never 

been an easy one (which is the story of many internationals 
we know in Brazil!). Stu’s visa is still “pending” as of March, 
mine got rejected and so did my appeal. We think this could 
be related to the coronavirus, but they haven’t given us a 
full answer. We were thinking of returning on a tourist visa 
and extending our work visa while there. However, given the 
amount of time these processes seem to take, it may be easier 
to apply to the Brazilian consulate down in London while we’re 
here – we’re still trying to figure this out!

We still want to be flying out at the end of September, but 
at this stage it’s looking unlikely. We will keep you updated on 
the visa situation as there is a possibility that this will stop us 
from going soon. Please pray that this is not the case!

If you’d like to read in more detail what we get up to each month, we 
do send out a regular monthly newsletter which you can sign up to or 
read online at thebayfords.com.

Thank you so much for all your love, prayers and support. 
Rosie and Stu x

GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England  Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 

Photos from top to bottom: “Everything will be OK”; ReVive 
treasure hunt; end of training online party; British summer selfie.

Are you pondering a call to cross-cultural mission? We’d love 
to connect and help you discern what God might be saying. Find 
out more about how we can help you to step into God’s mission at 
churchmissionsociety.org/explore 

You can give to Rosie and Stu at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/bayford

Contact details:  
Email: hello@thebayfords.com
Blog: www.thebayfords.com

If you would like to discuss your mailings with us or to receive this link letter on a regular 
basis, please email supporter.care@churchmissionsociety.org or call 01865 787400


