
  

Newsletter – March 2020 
 

Wonderful Friends! 

Well, I'm not sure anyone could have imagined how this last month would have turned out! 
What a time for us all to be living through. We are praying for you - that you are keeping 
safe and well, wherever you are and whatever you're situation. It feels that Coronavirus has 
taken over every conversation at the moment (understandably!) so I will try not to mention it 
too much aside from how it is affecting us and Brazil as a country. 

 

Our local beach the cleanest and quietest it's ever been because of the vir us 

Revive 
At the beginning of the month, we were enjoying getting back into the rhythm of life again 
after Stu's parents visit and our time down in Rio. We were continuing with all the day to 
day activities we run with the girls - cooking, dancing, exercise, devotional, and twice a 
week attending our training with Andy. The last few weeks we've been learning all about 
transformational development, and how we go about putting that into practice. Brilliant, 
insightful and exciting to be a part of! 



  

 

Training (before it went online!) ft. post -it notes galore 

The same girls remain in the house, which will probably be the case now for the next few 
months with the Corona crisis. B, whose brother was murdered by their Dad last year, just 
today found out that her Dad has been found and arrested. She seems at peace with this as 
she was close to her brother, but understandably there will be many complex thoughts and 
emotions going on for once more. 

As of last week, we have been unable to go into Revive to work as all 'non-essential 
workers' have been asked to stay at home. The girls DO have an educator with them in the 
house, but they no longer have school, nor any activities that we or others would usually 
run. We keep in touch with them through the wonders of technology and have tried to be 
creative - making a weekly treasure hunt for the girls to do at the house. A lot of our work 
can be done online - particularly Stu, who has various websites on the go - has had a very 
productive last two weeks! We keep up with our training on Zoom online and are trying to 
use the time well to further what we can of the Junk Food Project. Though there may be 
quite a few loopholes to get through. We'll keep you informed! 



  

 

Exercise group before the virus hit  

 

 

Completing one of their weekly treasure hunts  

Holly 
One of our school friends Holly recently completed an Iris 'Harvest School' out in 
Mozambique and felt God nudging her to Brazil. So rather last minute we found out she was 
coming this month for some time! Not long having had Stu's parents stay with us, we 
explained we would need to spend our time working as usual, but that she was of course 



  

welcome. The plan was she would stay with us for a week or two and then go on to stay 
with other projects elsewhere in Recife and Rio that we had got to know over this last year 
and she was interested to explore further. 

Unfortunately, poor Holly only ended up staying with us for a week before things started to 
ramp up with the Coronavirus and air travel was becoming increasingly unknown. She has 
Crones Disease and Asthma and we all felt it important she get a flight home while she 
could and be within reach of the NHS should she need it. It was lovely to see her albeit 
briefly, and she is now home safely in Leeds. 

 

Celebrating a flight home for Holly with pizza at the airport!  

Happy News 
You may remember Heather's baby shower from last month and we were over the moon to 
meet their gorgeous little girl Lia a few weeks back. It was also my birthday just a few days 
ago which we celebrated in the flat, as everyone here is socially isolating, but not without a 
treasure hunt from wonderful Stu, a run along the beach and birthday cards sent to me on 
Whatsapp from the Revive girls! A lovely day. 



  

   

Meeting beautiful Lia, just a few days old!  

 

   

Birthday cards from the Revive girls  

 

Coronavirus 

Brazil is a little behind the UK with the virus spread. It feels we have two extremes in how 
people are dealing with it - the first taking it very seriously and not leaving the house 
despite not having the restrictions in place. Throughout this last month, people have been 



  

seeing what is happening in Europe and gone into isolation so as to prevent the spread 
here. Revive restricting their staff is a state requirement for care homes in the region, but 
many other places are shut of their own accord. The other extreme is one of complete 
ignorance, which may or may not surprise you is the stance by Bolsonaro, the president. 

 

 

A RECENT BBC ARTICLE ABOUT BOLSONARO'S RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

 

 

The concern about political and social unrest is a real one. We know there will be a spike in 
crime as people no longer have jobs, without any government support. Many of the poorer 
communities here live from one week to the next, if not day by day. This means that when 
the candy floss man who sells along the beach front no longer has custom, he is sadly 
forced into doing whatever he must do to feed him and his family. It is all well to say that 
crime is not the best solution, but if the leaders turn a blind eye to the financial hardships of 
their people, it is difficult to see any other solution. 

Every evening last week, people were banging their pots and pans by their windows (a 
peaceful socially isolated protest) against Bolsonaro. You can see a video on the article 
above of these 'Panelaços'. The social climate does feel uneasy and the streets are so quiet, 
that it also feels less safe. Just last week our friend was mugged at gunpoint so while we 
have always tried to be careful, we are all the more aware of the dangers. 

 

Panelaços against Bolsonaro 

 

about:blank


  

We are SO grateful for our block of flats which has a doorman for security, for the beach 
close by which (at the moment) we're still able to walk or run along, for friends and family, 
near and far that we can talk to through the wonders of tech. We are also grateful for each 
other, that life here is spent together so much of the time already, that a bit extra 'us' time 
doesn't feel too intense! For now, we're managing well and enjoying a different rhythm of 
life while also aware that the virus is only in its beginning stages here, and it may be the 
calm before the storm. 

We would ask for your thoughts and prayers for the social and political situation here. For 
Bolsonaro - for wisdom, clear guidance and a better understanding and compassion for his 
people. For Brazil over the months ahead. For peace despite the difficulties. For their health 
care services - particularly the public hospitals that are under resourced in every way. For 
those living in the poorer communities and favelas, who don't have basic sanitation and 
sometimes live so closely together that social isolation would be almost impossible. For 
those who are vulnerable to the virus and scared for their lives. For those who will be hit 
hard financially and can see no way out. For those isolated by themselves and lonely. 

 

The shocking sanitation of some of the favelas  

On a personal note, we would love prayers for Stu's Granny who is in a care home which 
has gone into lockdown. My brother-in-law's ageing Mum in Mexico City who already has 
various health needs. Extended family in the UK who are older and at risk. My Mum's closest 
friend who is very unwell with M.S and regularly in ICU as it is. And for the cook and cleaner 
at Revive who are both older, already have respiratory problems and live in a very poor 
community where the virus has a potential to spread rapidly. 

Please send us who you would like us to be praying for and we will do our best to do so. 
Whether you yourself are a prayer-er or not! 

 



  

 

Look at that smile!!  

Thought I'd finish with a photo of our gorgeous niece back in the UK who is such a 
character, and though I'm biased I think will put a big smile on your faces. While there are a 
lot of things to be sad about at this time, we must take every opportunity we can to smile! 
So here's Daisy with her infectious smile who we love so so much. 

Thank you SO much for your messages, thoughts, prayers, chats and virtual hugs across the 
seas - we feel them! 

Thinking and praying for you for peace, safety and protection 

With ALL our love, hugs and our best Daisy smiles... 

Rosie and Stu x 


