
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We are living in extraordinary times. Following the Prime Minister's address to the nation 

last night, I strongly urge you to follow the Government's instructions and stay at home. 

Doing this will save lives and we all need to play our part in stemming the advance of this 

pandemic. 

 

For our life as a church, the order to lockdown means that all of our church buildings and 

halls will remain closed, even for private prayer. No-one should be entering any of these 

buildings for any reason during this emergency period - there are no exceptions to this. 

However, this is an opportunity to remember that the Church is not a building but rather it is 

all of you - the Church is still open for business but we are now dispersed rather than 

gathered. 

 

As church communities, we are actively working to support all our members and those in the 

wider community. The pastoral teams in both St Barnabas' and St Paul's are working to 

support all congregation members by phone (or email where appropriate), and if needed we 

will be doing essential shopping for those who are in at risk groups. If you need support from 

either church or if you know someone who is vulnerable and has no support in the 

community please contact the pastoral teams direct or myself or Chris Baxfield 

(revchrisbaxfield@gmail.com). I want to thank all those from the pastoral teams and beyond 

who have volunteered to support those who are most vulnerable. Your commitment to 

serving others is so important and so valued. Thank you. 

 

All our worship services will be filmed remotely in our homes and edited together. This will 

no doubt be a challenge but we hope to have our next online service ready for you by this 

Sunday. Please continue to check the websites or our Facebook pages. The services will be 

uploaded onto YouTube and you can find these sites here: 

 

St Barnabas: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQq6-Z3hAjrYj3Rinqf4RIA 

 

St Paul's: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3VTLNQ7cqaVVEB08eLvGGw 

 

We hope that you will find these times of worship a source of support through the difficult 

days ahead.  

 

We also want to assure you of our prayers for you. I say morning and evening prayer every 

day and during this time at home I will be praying for you, for our congregations and the 

wider community. If you have anything specific you would like me to pray about then please 

contact me (revdaveyoung@gmail.com / 0113 2654926). 
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However, I really want to encourage you to pray too. Use this extended time at home to ask 

for deliverance from this virus, for strength and peace for all of us, for those who are on the 

front line fighting this pandemic, for those making difficult decisions in government and 

most importantly for all those who are sick or who have been bereaved. We all have a part 

to play in prayer. 

 

Finally, just a reminder that whatever we are facing, and whatever difficult days lie ahead, 

the Lord is with us: 

 

'Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you 

pass through the waters, I will be with you.' Isaiah 43:1-2. 

 

With my prayers and love at this time, 

 

Dave 

 

Rev. Dave Young 

revdaveyoung@gmail.com 

0113 2654926 

 

 

mailto:revdaveyoung@gmail.com
tel:0113%202654926

