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13 March 2020


Dear Friends,


Coronavirus (COVID-19) Response 

I’m writing to you to share our churches’ response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic that is 
now affecting our nation.


Now that the World Health Organisation have labelled this outbreak a pandemic and the British 
Government has moved from the contain to the delay phase of tackling this virus, the Church of 
England has issued guidance to all clergy about how we are to respond. This means that there will 
be significant changes to how we meet together as a worshipping community. These changes 
may be difficult but are necessary in order to protect the elderly and those with underlying health 
conditions.


The measures we are adopting at St Barnabas’ and St Paul’s are as follows:


1. If you are unwell and are experiencing a high temperature or a new and continuous cough 
then you must stay at home and self-isolate. Please do not attend services but contact me by 
phone or email to let me know so that we can pray for you and support you. We are actively 
considering ways our churches can support the most vulnerable during this period.


2. If you do come to church or any church activities then you will be asked to wash your hands 
(or use hand sanitiser) when you arrive. Children will also need to follow the same advice on 
arrival at church and before their activities begin.


3. The common cup has now been suspended at Holy Communion.


4. You will receive bread only during Holy Communion.


5. Sharing the Peace has now been suspended in services.


6. Please don’t shake hands or hug during or after services. This will be hard to do but limiting 
physical contact is the best way of protecting others.


7. During prayer ministry or the blessing, you will not be able to receive the laying on of 
hands.


8. Please stand to receive Communion rather than kneeling and touching the altar rail.


9. We will not pass around collection plates and bags. Please leave your offering in the 
collection plate or box when you arrive at the service.


10. Sadly, we will be suspending all catering at church services and activities. I’m afraid this 
means we will not be able to offer tea, coffee or refreshments after church on Sundays. It also 
means the cancellation of lunches and coffee mornings until further notice.


I am very sorry that we have had to introduce these measures. We are doing so with heavy hearts 
in order that we follow the Church of England’s guidance which is designed to protect the most 



vulnerable. At this stage it is important to state that we will not be cancelling any services. We 
will only do this if and when we are advised to by the Government or the Church of England.


There is naturally a lot of anxiety and fear in our communities at this time as we do not yet know 
how bad this outbreak will be. Most people will experience coronavirus as a mild illness but for 
some it will be much more serious. As Christians we are called to bring Christ’s love and his 
strengthening presence into all troubled corners of our world. The Bible tells us that perfect love 
casts out fear. Fear is natural but I would encourage all of us to hold on to Jesus and his promise 
that he will be with us in all things. 


Isaiah 43:1-3 spoke to the Jews in exile in a foreign land and it may also speak to us when we are 
facing a difficult or an uncertain future: 


“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep 
over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you 
ablaze. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.” 


We too have the same assurance that God is with us through all the ups and downs of life, and it 
is this that we need to hold on to when we are afraid. 


However, our calling as followers of Jesus is also to ‘love our neighbour as ourselves.’ The next 
few weeks and months will require all of us to pull together to support each other, and especially 
to support those who are the weakest and most vulnerable in our society. So I encourage you to 
keep checking up on each other. You might not be able to physically go round to see people, but 
phones and the internet mean that we can always be in touch. If our lives become more restricted 
due to this outbreak then make sure you’re in contact with your elderly neighbours, vulnerable 
members of the congregation and those who are experiencing deep worry and anxiety because of 
this situation.


Finally, we all need to pray. We need to pray for an end to this pandemic. We need to pray for 
those who are sick or who have lost loved ones. We need to pray for healthcare workers and for 
our leaders and officials. Make it your habit to daily seek God and to intercede on behalf of our 
world. You might find this prayer from the Church of England helpful:


A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy.

Sustain and support the anxious,

be with those who care for the sick,

and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.


May you know God’s presence and his peace at this time.




Rev. Dave Young


E: revdaveyoung@gmail.com

T: 0113 2654926


