
  

Newsletter – November 2019 
 

Hello! 

We hope you are keeping well and warm as winter draws in. This time last year we were in 
the midst of preparation and goodbyes, which feels SO long ago now! This November, we 
are sun-creaming up as we arrive in Recife's hottest months. I brought out a few Christmas 
decorations with us but as of yet we haven't put them up and are struggling to feel at all 
'Christmassy' despite the many lights, santas and fake snow in the shopping malls!! 

 

Christmas lights at the local shopping mall  

 

Health 
Stu's back has been especially bad this month. You may remember that he slipped a disc 
many years ago and about every year or so it either slips again or flares up and causes him a 
lot of pain. He has seen a physio here but sadly that doesn't seem to have helped. As for 
me, I have always had countless dreams but often have bad nightmares which feel very real 
and subsequently I struggle with tiredness during the day. Those who feel able to pray we 
super appreciate them. 

We have tried to create a new routine to make the most of our day. We go to bed fairly 
early and get up at 5.30am for a little walk on the beach before we head to Revive at 
6.30am. Last year with the Glandular fever I struggled so much getting up in the morning so 
I feel very grateful to have adapted to the early mornings and we both feel incredibly 
blessed to have such beautiful nature so close by. 



  

 

Our beach walk 

Revive 
Our work with Revive continues to go well. The week is varied, and we spend a good 
amount of time with the girls, in and out of the office too. We take the girls to school in the 
morning and on Monday and Thursday we have training at Revive. Tuesday we take the 
girls to the local supermarket with a recipe card, where we buy the things, go home to cook 
and eat together, followed by a devotional. I also lead a gym session for the teenagers and 
the staff on Monday and Thursday early morning, and on Wednesday afternoon a dance 
class for the younger girls. 

 

 

Dance class with the girls  

We spend the other half of the week in the office in the upstairs of the new house for doing 
the admin/computer-based work. The downstairs of this new house is going to be open in 
the New Year for young children aged 0-5 years old, so we've been preparing the rooms 
ready for the little ones to arrive! And as I write there is training being held for the new 
Brazilian staff who will be working with these children. Please hold the new staff and 
children in your prayers too. 



  

 

New house ready to receive babies  

The Girls 
Revive is feeling very quiet at the moment as three girls have left just within the last week. 
The new girl who arrived last month has already gone home back to her biological Mum. 
From what Stu and I know of this situation, we believe it is for the best and her Mum is 
willing and able to look after her once more. 

You may also remember the two sisters who were going through the final processes of 
adoption. Sadly, things turned out to be a bit more complicated than we had hoped. The 
younger girl (6yrs) was happy to be adopted but the older (10yrs) was struggling with the 
idea and we believe just needed more time and support. However, the judge ruled that they 
should be adopted - so the younger girl went with the parents, but the older girl refused. 
This of course meant that they were split up and we hoped that with the right support the 
older sister may at a later date decide she was ready to be adopted by the same couple. 
However, the judge was not happy that she had refused and so to 'help' her make her 
decision she has been moved to a government home, where she is more vulnerable. 

Altogether, this has been a messy and sad process. In the case of both girls we were unable 
to say a proper goodbye as both were sudden decisions so were sprung upon everyone at 
Revive on the day. However - we know there is ALWAYS hope, and we pray that the girls 
will both somehow know peace in the trauma, and that things will be resolved soon. Please 
pray for these lovely sisters and we will keep you updated when we know more. 



  

 

Devotional with the girls  

Fostering and Adoption 
Revive is also involved in introducing fostering law here in Olinda (part of Greater Recife). 
Our friends and colleagues are working with political members to form and pass this law so 
that the job currently fulfilled by safe houses such as Revive can instead be done through 
family-based care. 

Once the law is in place, there needs to be a push to get couples/families on board, starting 
by raising awareness of the concept of fostering. Revive held a breakfast meeting for 
pastors of local churches just this Saturday gone, and we hope that with time more 
churches will grasp the same heart to help these vulnerable children. 

Project Work 
The network that we are a part of continues to grow and we met with another new project 
this month. The website is still in the beginning stages as our time seems to fly by so quickly 
here! But we organised an event together with these different projects - a 'cinema on the 
streets' for a large community of adults and children who live on the streets of Recife. We 
played games with them, put a projector up and showed various mini films, while also just 
chatting with them. It was great to see different projects in the network organising 
something together - some locals and other internationals like us. 



  

 

Cinema na Rua – Cinema on the Streets 

Social 
We've recently changed the English service at church to a more informal breakfast and Bible 
study. It’s for internationals and Brazilians who know some English and want to keep up 
with language. We also go to the Portuguese service - and we’ve been made to feel at 
home there, have made some great friends and are both involved with the music. 

We continue to get to know new friends and neighbours. We celebrated our first ever 
Thanksgiving with a whole mix of international friends, hosted by a US/Brazilian couple. We 
don't yet know what plans are for Christmas, but we think we'll be doing something similar 
and spending it with friends who are also far from family.  

 

Thanksgiving with friends  

As always, please keep in touch and do let us know what we can be praying for. Thank you 
SO much for yours - we feel them! 
 
We send all our love and hugs, 
 
Rosie and Stu x 


