
  

Newsletter – September 2019 
 

Hey friends! 

We do hope you are all doing well. Due to sending the last newsletter mid-August it feels a 
long time since I last wrote, yet it has flown by! 

We’ve just spent the weekend with our neighbours at their parents home in the interior (the 
equivalent of the countryside). Shock horror it got to 20° in the evening which of course 
required cardi’s and blankets! We’re both slightly concerned as to how our bodies will adapt 
back to the UK!! 

 

Project Work 
Work is going well. We continue to balance Revive work with our other project working 
with other organisations in the local area. This last month we have visited a few of them and 
also had some productive network meetings. At our next meeting Stu will be presenting the 
website template. 

 

Network meeting on the streets with other projects  



  

 

 

Cooking pão de cobra (snake bread) at the De Braços Abertos project 

Revive 
Revive work is a lot of fun and we enjoy it more and more as our Portuguese improves too! 
We continue to take the girls to school and run with the older girls. I have started a dance 
class mid-week which is super fun! The girls have ballet classes which they enjoy but they 
love to copy dance videos in their spare time and so the idea of doing a street dance class 
came from that! I grew up dancing so thought I’d give it a go. Really, it’s just a chance for 
them to dance freely and we have a good laugh while also learning some new moves (so far 
we’ve learnt a full dance to BLACKPINK which is their favourite band at the moment!). 

 

 

Having fun doing Street Dance 



  

Each week we take the girls out food shopping and then go home to cook and eat together. 
We make a little recipe card so they have to find the ingredients, we help them to read it, 
work out how much it will cost and they even hand over the money to pay too! Building 
basic life skills for the future. 

 

 

Food shopping 

After we have cooked and eaten together we lead a little devotional. This month has been 
all about ‘Love’ – loving God, the world, ourselves and each other. We’ve had some great 
conversations and always have something creative to make too. We keep it simple and fun, 
which in Portuguese we’re grateful for too! 

 

Cooking queijo coahlo (halloumi-like cheese) burgers  



  

 

 

Learning how to love and look after our world  

The Girls 
There’s been a few changes with the girls at the house. One of the teenagers, J, who we 
were close to (we ran a lot with her) ran away just before her 16th birthday. We were both 
really sad about this but thanks to the wonder of technology we’re able to remain in touch 
with her on Facebook. She has gone to live with her Mum whose partner abused J (the 
reason she came to Revive) but to our and the government’s knowledge he is no longer on 
the scene. Mum is alcohol dependent but we hope and pray that J will be the motivation she 
needs to stop and love her daughter to her best ability. Every situation is so complicated and 
we often wished we understood specific laws, rules and regulations more – but we trust 
that Revive, the social worker and Judge have J’s best at heart. 

This month another of the girls was adopted which is very happy news and we are 
delighted she has a new family! This coincided with one of the girls that ran away back in 
March coming back to the house. We are so grateful she is safe and well. 

 

E leaving with her adopted family  

 

Goobye hugs 



  

Training 
Revive training has started back and this term is all about ‘poverty and development’ which 
we are enjoying, even if at times it feels an impossible task to know what to do in response. 

The new Revive website that Stu had been working on for the last few months has also 
now gone live! Next up is to translate the content for the Brazil version!! 

We have also been going to some courses run by our church. This month we’ve been 
looking at mental health issues which is so brilliant and unusual for Brazil – let alone a 
church in Brazil! One Sunday will be depression, the next suicide… We really love the way 
they try to be relevant to the real world and bring faith into our everyday lives. 

Social 
We continue to enjoy meeting and making new friends and neighbours! We’ve been to 
birthday parties, a baby shower, running events and a leaving do this month. Stu did 
especially well at the run we took part in, coming 2nd of the mens! 

 

 

Running with our friends – it was the Brazilian that insisted on the flag!!  

 

Coming up… 
We are incredibly excited to have my parents coming out to visit this week! We’ll take a 
week out to show them a little further afield, but otherwise they will be joining in with work 



  

things and getting to see what life is like out here for us! We’re so looking forward to having 
them here! 

As always, please let us know what we can be praying for. We do miss you and think of you 
all such a lot. 

Huge love, hugs and prayers, 

Rosie and Stu x 


