
Name:  Rosie and Stu Bayford 

Location: Recife, Brazil

Our role: Rosie: A mixture of 
therapeutic work, arts and crafts 
and healthcare. Stu: Website 
development, IT, maths tutoring, 
sports and music.

Our call: Helping vulnerable 
street children in South America, 
particularly in Brazil.

Continued over the page

The call in action

Dear friends,

We’re here! We arrived in Brazil mid-January to beautiful sunshine 
and summer holidays, which meant that things were a bit slower 
paced than usual – very helpful for easing us into a new way of life. 
We are so grateful for his timing as ever.

We are living in Olinda, just north of Recife, where the ReVive safe 
house is based. It’s feeling more and more like home as the days go 
by and we feel ever thankful to be here. We really love Brazilian life 
– with all its quirks and differences to the UK! As with everything, 
it takes time to adapt and we are realising not to have too high 
expectations of ourselves, and to be patient!

Host family
We are staying with a lovely English family who we got to know 

when we came to visit back in 2015. Tony and Laura also work with 
ReVive and live close by which is amazing – they’ve been a real 
blessing to us, showing us around and helping us with practical 
things.

They have three gorgeous girls who are a lot of fun – Tess, Clara 
and baby Amelia who was born just a month ago, a few weeks 
after us arriving! We feel really privileged to be with them at such a 
precious time. We have had a lot of fun helping with Tess and Clara 
when we’re not working, having cuddles with baby Amelia and 
gaining valuable insight into parenthood!

A place of our own
After looking at several different places, we’ve found a little flat 

close to the sea that we will soon call home! We are really thankful 
to God for this provision and for new Brazilian friends who have 
really helped us with viewings, prices and contract signing. We 
move in on 10 March – very exciting!

We found deciding on a flat really hard when poverty is so 
prevalent here and exploring where we draw the line for our 
standard of living is challenging. Having to accept the fact that to 
some extent our skin colour makes some areas very dangerous, 
and yet equally not wanting to live somewhere too “cosy” when 
we are working with people who have nothing, is difficult to say 
the least. We viewed apartments of various sizes and costs but 
eventually signed up for one with two rooms in a safe area which we 
feel will be a great place of rest for us. Importantly, it will also be a 
space well used socially – to get to know our local community and 
neighbours, run a small group and also where people can stay.

ReVive
Over the two months we’ve been here, we’ve been building our 

relationships and trust with the girls at ReVive by getting involved 
with various activities – early morning school runs, “Crafternoons”, 
salon mornings, supporting short-term volunteers and IT help 
among many other things. ReVive have started a training course for 
people in mission to enable us to go on to establish new projects. 

With the contract signed for our flat!
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We’ve loved it so far and it’s been a brilliant way to learn more about 
mission in context and to discuss with others both the theology and 
practicalities of mission. Although we’ve been to a few different 
churches, we’ve not yet settled into one so are very grateful for this 
spiritual input. 

Our vision is for community-based prevention work with families in 
poorer areas, supporting them to look after their children wherever 
possible. We believe that children belong in families, and in many 
cases here it’s due to circumstance that the children are on the streets 
rather than because the parent doesn’t want them.

We’ll be involved in setting up a social enterprise here in the local 
community, which will create jobs as unemployment is a big problem 
in Recife. ReVive is currently constructing a new home next door to 
the current one which will specifically be for mums and babies. The 
first floor, however, will include a computer room which we will use 
for this social enterprise. We also hope to run groups for mums in the 
area, providing support to look after their children. This will range 
from empowerment to leaving an abusive relationship, from learning 
to read and write to finding jobs or accessing benefits.

We both fundamentally believe in sustainable mission – meaning 
that it doesn’t rely on us – and ideally run by locals who know the 
culture, language and situation best! The idea is that at some point we 
no longer have a job because it’s been passed on to the locals!

Language learning
We realised very quickly that we needed to learn a lot more 

Portuguese, despite our classes in Leeds. We’ve been learning at a 
small school, initially an intensive month of morning classes and 
now a few weekly afternoon classes so that we can do more at 
ReVive. Continued prayers for language learning would be SO much 
appreciated as it can be discouraging when we’re really trying yet 
struggling to communicate!

Brazilian bureaucracy
When we haven’t been at school or at ReVive, we have been kept 

busy adapting to Brazilian bureaucracy! We’ve been to the federal 
police twice to register our visas and several places to apply for other 
cards and other forms of Brazilian I.D. We’ve also been learning to 
drive the Brazilian way! Stu has been especially good at this – even 
driving the kids to school – and Rosie’s gaining confidence day by 
day.

We cannot thank you enough for supporting us in the work 
that we’ll be doing here. Thank you so much to all of you who are 
praying for us – we so appreciate it, and please do let us know 
what we can be praying for you too.

Sending love as always,

Rosie and Stu x
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Photos from top to bottom: Recife life - we feel very thankful to be here; a clay “crafternoon” 
with the young ReVive girls – pots, flowers and birds; beach fun with Tess and Clara (daughters 
of Tony and Laura, our host family, who also work with ReVive); the morning school run.

Mentoring makes the difference: If you enjoyed reading about Stu 
and Rosie’s work in Brazil, you might be interested in an article on 
mentoring written by fellow mission partner Steve Poulson who works 
with neglected children in Honduras. To read the full story, please go to 
churchmissionsociety.org/mentoringmakesthedifference

You can give to Rosie and Stu at:  
churchmissionsociety.org/bayford

Contact details:  
Email: hello@thebayfords.com
Blog: http://www.thebayfords.com
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